FOREWORD

RURAL UPLIFT has come to occupy a prominent ^ri&ce in the
programme of rural reconstruction. This is as it should be.
The experience of rural organization all the world over has
emphasized the necessity of planning out ah all-comprehen-
sive rural programme. In Denmark, Ireland and elsewhere
rural reform was tried piecemeal and proved abortive. It
was not till that great co-operative and rural pioneer, the
late Sir Horace Plunkett, evolved his triple plan of' better
agriculture, better business, better living; 'that the
European farmer saw the dawn of a new era.* The experi-
ence of Indian rural reformers is pointing the same way,
and Mr Brayne's Valuable tthesis is'a welcome and timely
contribution in the right direction.

It is almost a truism to say that the economic future of
India depends primarily on its agricultural population.
The worries and joys of the Indian farmer must reflect
themselves in the Indian and Provincial budgets and shape
the pace of India's trade. As such, the village community
is, as it has always been, the bed-rock and shfeet-anchor of
India's social and economic system. And yfet the plight
of the average Indian village and the standard of living
of an average agricultural home is the least calculated to
encourage initiative or to inspire hope for a better economic
output. It is now recognized that environments play an
important part in tuning up the human factor so essential
in the economy of produ^ion. Therefore, the neglected
rural side is a call to duty which no official or non-official
in India can, with wisdom, afford to ignore.